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 Ahhhh Spring finally! 

 I hope everybody is doing well.  I see our donations are doing well. 

 We have a very important vote coming up on the 4th of April.  WE need all members 

possible to be there.  That will be the only item on the agenda on that night.  Please partici-

pate. 

 I ask all members to keep an open mind about the upcoming vote and possible change.  

Whatever happens, I ask all our members to stay with the Club.  We need to keep our mem-

bers.  You are the number one reason for our existence.  Hang in there before you make a de-

cision that we will all regret. 

 See you on the 4th. 

Visitor’s Log                              Tom Shallcross 

 This past month has had visitors from 

the following states: AL, AZ, CT, DC, FL, GA, 

IA, IL, IN, KY, MI, MN. MS, NC, NJ, NY, OH, OR, 

PA, SC, TN, TX, VA, WA, WI. 

 We also had the privilege of having vis-

itors from Ontario. Canada and from New 

Zealand. 

 This month we had 1,547 visitors, 263 

of which signed our Guest Registry.  It is im-

portant that we encourage visitors to sign the 

Registry because it gives us a better idea as 

to how the visitors heard about us and how 

effective our PR efforts are. 

HO Scale News  -  Paul Falk 

 The OPS session & HO meeting planned 

for April 4 is canceled so as to not conflict with 

a CMRC meeting at 6PM. 

 The tower and programming track 

changes announced at the March HO meeting 

are being influenced by the surprising positive 

results of the DCC++ command station build.  

(See this month’s DCC Shed article for details).  

It is expected to provide an improved tech-

nique in the relocating of the programming 

efforts from the crowded confines of the tow-

er.  It is hoped these plans will be available 

soon.  More details at the May 2nd HO 

meeting. Time TBA. 
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 First, we are going to take a break from opera-

tions for the month of April.  That will give us a 

chance to go through the cars and check wheels, 

trucks and couplers to make the sessions go a little 

smoother. 

 Second, we had a really good session in 

March.  We were able to run mainline passenger and 

freight trains, work the yard and run a couple of local 

turns. 

 If you have ever wanted to try Operations, 

please attend the next session in May.  We can pair 

you up with an experienced operatio so your run will 

be enjoyable! 

 If you have any questions or suggestions, 

please let Richard Morris know at rmor-

ris52@twlakes.net. 

News from the NMRA 

 Recently, the National Model Railroad Associa-

tion awarded Vince D’Alessandro their Association 

Volunteer Certificate of Achievement. 

 The certificate was presented to Vince at the 

March General Meeting of the CMRC by Richard Mor-

ris, the Plateau Division AP Chairman. 

 Congratulations, Vince, and thank you for all 

your hard work for the NMRA and for our Club. 

G Scale News  -  Ann Grogitsky 

 At the Swap Meet, we sold $100. of old brass 

track of varying sizes and manufacturers, at a very 

good price. 

 It was track that we would never have used 

and would have been hard to sell over the counter. 

Railroad Oddities 

 Before the use of the telegraph, station 

agents often climbed up to lofty perches to scan the 

horizon for approaching trains. 
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 Welcome back!  In the January DCC Shed, we 

discussed a d-i-y technique for assembling some inex-

pensive parts to create a DCC++ command station.  

Well, time for an update.  For expediency, we pur-

chased an Arduino Uno and L298P motor shield from 

Amazon for a total of $32.  The equivalent parts from 

a Chinese web site like Aliexpress is roughly $16. in-

cluding shipping but can take several months to re-

ceive. 

 Assembly is not difficult and requires no sol-

dering.  There is a small trace on the shield board to 

cut with an Exacto blade and then the two parts 

simply plug together.  Adding two plug-in jumpers 

completes the assembly.  We had an appropriate 2 

amp 12 volt DC power supply available.  Its connec-

tion is with two screw terminals and two adjacent 

screw terminals are used for the power to the track. 

 Next is to install the DCC++ software which is 

available free online.  This is a one-time step accom-

plished with the Arduino IDE software through a USB 

cable from a Windows computer.  The same USB ca-

ble is left attached to enable the use of JMRI to oper-

ate your train.  All the software mentioned here is 

free to download and use.  Total time invested to this 

point is less than an hour. 

 Now for a surprise!  Time to try programming 

decoders.  There are two remaining vacant screw ter-

minals.  Connect these two to a dedicated program 

track.  We begin by experimenting with various loco-

motives in both HO & N scales.  We have yet to find a 

decoder that was not recognized.  We have tried old 

units, new units, sound units and even loksound de-

coders that are said to need a $200. special combina-

tion of ESU programmer and tester. 

 Since our initial success, several improvements 

have been accomplished.  A 3D printed housing has 

been developed.  Also a selector switch was added to 

allow for a somple test track to be used for both pro-

gramming and testing with the flip of a switch. 

 Future plans include more builds with the low-

er priced parts from China (when they arrive).  The 

addition of a loconet compatible third board to allow 

networking. A new version of the DCC++ software 

called DCC++EX.  Refinements to the 3D printed hous-

ing.  And likely things we have yet to discover. 

 Remember, one-on-one training and help is 

always available,  If you experience any unexplained 

issues with the current DCC installations, HO or N, 

please document what you have encountered in an E-

Continued on page 4 
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                       The Nutmeg Express 

 On Thursday, March 17th, the Nutmeg Ex-

press (in the form of a yellow school bus) recently 

brought a group of first graders and a group of sec-

ond graders to visit the gymnastics facility across the 

hall from our suite. 

 Upon the completion of their field trip, they 

were waiting in the hall for their return trip to the 

school.  While waiting for the bus, the Thursday Crew 

invited the two groups in to view our display. 

 Both groups (58 students/10 adults and 46 

students/8 adults) were extremely well behaved and 

polite as they toured our facility, received stickers 

and generally appeared to have a good time. 

 The adults thanked us numerous times for in-

viting them in and providing some activity for the kids 

during their wait for their transportation. 

mail, or a note to Paul and/or Art.  We welcome your 

interest and comments.  Feel free to contact either 

Paul Falk (pfalk1@gmail.com) or Art Landrigan 

(arcy22tn@gmail.com) with questions, comments or 

ideas. 

Point to Ponder 

 Today I swung my front door wide open and 

placed my Remington 870 right in the doorway.  I 

gave it 6 shells, then left it alone and went about my 

business. 

 While I was gone, the mailman delivered my 

mail, the neighbor boy across the street mowed the 

yard, a girl walked her dog down the street, and quite 

a few cars stopped at the stop sign right in front of 

our house.  After about an hour, I checked on the 

gun.  It was still sitting there, right where I had left it.  

It certainly hadn’t killed anyone, even with the nu-

merous opportunities it had been presented to do so.  

In fact, it hadn’t even loaded itself. 

 Well you can imagine my surprise, with all the 

media hype about how dangerous  guns are and how 

they kill people.  Either the media is wrong, and it’s 

the misuse of guns by PEOPLE that kill people, or I’m 

in possession of the laziest gun in the world. 

 Alright, well I’m off to check on my spoons.  I 

hear they are making people fat. 
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  Public Relations                                      Bill Bly 

 Our Swap Meet was a big success.  There 

were 15 vendors with a few that didn’t show up be-

cause of the weather. 

 The vendors were happy, the Club made 

some money and, considering the bad weather, the 

attendance was better than expected. 

 Ed Potts won the HO engine and Noah John-

ston won the 12 year and under train set. 
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