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The Prez. Sez:                      

 As we continue to try and climb out of the deep hole created by Covid19, we are work-

ing to return to a full six-day operation.  On June 1st we are adding Thursdays to the schedule 

and at the June meeting, we will evaluate Tuesdays and Wednesdays options and manpower 

availability. 

 If you missed the May meeting, you may be unaware of our tenuous position at the 

Mall.  What I and others believed when the ownership change took place was incredibly posi-

tive and we had high hopes that a local owner would appreciate the foot traffic we bring to 

the Mall. 

 Unfortunately, a complete reversal of our positive relationship has taken place and the 

Board feels our time here is likely coming to an end within the next two years if not sooner. 

 Club members are actively searching for a new location with hopes of finding a venue 

where we could retain all the scales we currently have.  Some of the possible locations will be 

discussed at the June meeting. 

 I hope all members will make a solid effort to attend the June meeting as we are trying 

to just operate as a Club and not a business. 

G Scale News  -  Ann Grogitsky 

 We have the carnival up and getting things 

cleaned up anticipating people coming to CMRC be-

fore and after the G scale convention that is in Nash-

ville. 

 The convention is June 1 thru June 5. 

If you have something you wish to put in the newsletter, contact Tom Shallcross at chipmonk4@comcast.net 

Special Operating Day 

 On Thursday, June 10th, From Noon to 4 PM, 

HO will be having an evaluation session while we are 

open to the public. 

 The primary purpose of the session is to evalu-

ate the new DCC system we have installed.  You can 

operate your own equipment or Club locos.   

 All members are invited to participate. 
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Did You Know  .  .  .  . 

 On May 2nd, we had the pleasure of a visitor 

from the country of Russa. 

 Dariia Skoroidumova of Nichny Novgorod, 

Russa ‘walked in’ with her friend from Green Creek, 

NJ and spent a fair amount of time looking over our 

layouts and made several favorable comments. 

 To the best of anyone’s recollection, this is the 

first visitor we have had from Russia. 

Atlas buys select MTH O scale tooling 

 Atlas Model Railroad Co. has purchased a se-

lection of tooling from MTH Electric Trains’ Premier O 

scale locomotive and rolling stock lines, as well as the 

company’s RailKing accessory line. 

 According to a release from Atlas, the compa-

ny acquired molds for more than 20 freight cars and 

15 diesel locomotives; heavyweight, lightweight and 

Amfleet passenger cars; as well as figures, lights, and 

other accessories from the RailKing line. 

 In addition, Atlas also acquired a license for 

the MTH ProtoSound 3 sound and control electronics 

boards.  Part of the license will give Atlas the option 

to sell Digital Control System (DCS) components, as 

well. 

 Jarrett Haedrich, chief operating officer of At-

las Model Railroad Co., said, “We will be working 

closely with the existing supplier to ensure that the 

models are produced and delivered in a timely fash-

ion.” 

 The Atlas deal is the latest in the wrap-up for 

MTH.  In February, ScaleTrains.com announced the 

purchase of MTH’s HO scale and S gauge tooling and 

designs. 

 MTH president Mike Wolf will be retiring and 

closing his company in May.  The company’s electron-

ics department will live on as a separate entity, con-

tinuing to manufacture and provide support for DCS 

hardware and the Wi-Fi app. 

  Hal Miller, editor, Classic Toy Trains 

   Membership                                 John Conor 

 As of this posting for the newsletter, there are 

no new applications for membership pending. 

 Although several members have reported hav-

ing interested prospects pick up applications, when 

they come through the suite and being impressed by 

our layouts. 

 Thanks for reaching out to all our visitors and 

speaking about membership.  It’s important for the 

Club!   

 So see you all at the meeting for our progress 

toward new members. 

Railroad Oddities 

 In 1955, a conductor on a Pennsylvania train 

honored a ticket presented by a lady whose father 

had purchased it in 1872. 



Ties and Rails                                                       Page 3                 
A Couple of Thoughts 

 Recently, Vince D’Alessandro provided the fol-

lowing couple of thoughts regarding the operation of 

many of the pieces of equipment on our layouts.  

Originally the thoughts were in reference to the O 

scale Thomas train but, as you can see, they could 

also apply to many of the other pieces of equipment.  

Please read then through and give them some 

thought. 

 “Just a couple of thoughts.  This may not apply 

here, but as a general rule, it isn’t wise to leave the 

remote “on” while an engine is sitting on a powered 

track.  Frankly, an engine should never be left on a 

powered track unless it is actually in use. 

 This still keeps the electronics engaged, and 

leaving it on will shorten the life of the myriad of 

components in the unit itself.  And the same goes for 

the remote.  If it’s left “on”, even at the zero position, 

power is still present and we’re shortening the life of 

the unit, not to mention the batteries. 

 Also, in order to lengthen the lifespan of our 

equipment, my personal practice is to leave Thomas 

“off” until and unless a child is present.  Even with 

multiple visitors to the suite, I don’t run Thomas at all 

unless there’s a kid there.  Adults couldn’t care less 

what’s running.  And the same goes for the Lionel 

track on the Thomas table  -  I seldom run that if I 

have both the Mountain and Plateau lines in opera-

tion. 

 Another “equipment-saving-practice” I em-

ploy is that even with many visitors, if many have al-

ready seen the O-scale layout but have moved on to 

other areas of the suite, I usually shut down either 

the Mountain or the Plateau line and just leave the 

other one running.  At least something is moving.  If 

the layout gets more attention later in the shift, I then 

re-engage the line that I had previously shut down. 

 All of this is simply a means of prolonging the 

life of the equipment.  Same thing with the G-scale 

layout.  When people have “moved on”, I shut it 

down.  I see no reason to have everything running 

with no one paying attention.” 

Mall Improvements 

 For those of you that have not been in the 

Mall during the past week, the Mall maintenance per-

sonnel have recently completed the installation of 

new LED lights in the hallway in front of our suite. 

 By removing the ‘old’ lights, the amount of 

light in the hallway is greatly increased and by using 

LED’s, the energy used has been reduced and the 

length of time the tubes lasts has been increased. 

 The plan now is to ‘relight’ the entire Mall as 

time permits. 
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Train Story 

Part 1 

 I got into the toy train hobby shortly after 

getting married in 1976 when my doctor told me I 

needed to find a hobby to reduce my stress levels. 

 We were living in a one bedroom apartment at 

the time so the only thing I could do was to create a 

temporary railroad on the living room floor.  Most of 

the time, however, they lived in the hall closet.  At 

that time, I was introduced to the Toy Train Operating 

Society (TTOS) and attended my first convention in 

Hartford, Connecticut.  That started a frenzied buying 

spurt that continued for several years, mostly from a 

toy train store in White Plains, NY. 

 We adopted our first dog, Brandy, about that 

time.  She was about the size of a small German Shep-

herd.  She had very nimble feet and could navigate 

through my train yard without so much as rubbing 

against any of the boxcars sitting on the sidings.  This 

went on for several years, then we were told they 

would not renew our lease for another year.  We 

needed to find another place to leave. 

 We looked at other apartments butr no one 

was willing to let us have a dog.  We needed to buy a 

house and for what we needed to have a down pay-

ment.  I sold all but two sets of my trains to come up 

with the money.  I kept the Bicentennial Set and my 

New York Central passenger set. 

 We moved into our first house in 1985.  It was 

an old summer cottage that someone converted into 

year round use.  It needed a ton of work and that 

took a ton of money so trains took a back seat for all 

of the years that we lived there. 

 Then in 2001, I took a risk and put my resume 

out on the internet.  After months of nothing, I got a 

call from the Federal Reserve Bank of Kansas City ask-

ing me if I would come out for an interview.  I was an 

excellent match for the job they were trying to fill so I 

left my job of 27 years and moved to Kansas City in 

July 2001. 

 I sold my New York home in one of the several 

yard sales we had, left my wife behind to handle the 

final details, packed up my Toyota, and went west.  

She followed me out in late August after we closed 

the deal on our KC area home. 

 She was at home on 9/11 when the attacks 

occurred and the towers fell.  As our house was in the 

direct flight path of KCI airport, she watched as doz-

ens of planes flew overhead when ordered to land at 

the nearest airport. 

 A tragic day that was also her birthday. 

1-3-5 Planning Committee       Bruce Herring 

 The 135 committee held a meeting with Art 

Landrigan at his ARCY Hobbies store to discuss the 

history of the Club’s tax filing status.  By IRS rules, 

the Crossville Model Railroad Club (CMRC) is proper-

ly classified as a 501c7 organization.  However, a 

new group was organized some years ago names 

Upper Cumberland Railroad Society (UCRS) that was 

a registered 501c3 organization.  That organization 

was required to file an annual report with the state 

but failed to do so and its status was suspended.  

Paul filed the required reports for the lapsed years 

and UCRS has renewed its filing status.  There is 

more that needs to be done by the Directors of  the 

UCRS.  Those Directors are scheduled to meet on 

Tuesday, June 8th.  More information will follow 

after that meeting takes place. 
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Did You Know  .  .  .  . 

 That the following communities still have sta-

tions/freights houses built by the NC&StL RR 

Centerville 

Chattanooga 

Columbia—restored 

Cordova 

De Rossett—Moved to Crossville 

Dresden 

Hohenwald 

Jackson, used as a NC&StL Museum 

Jasper 

Kelso 

Kingston Springs 

Lebanon—used as a business 

Leeville—used as a business 

Lyle 

McKenzie 

Murfreesboro 

Nashville—used as a hotel 

New Johnsonville 

Paris 

Pegram 

Quebeck 

Rock Island 

Sewanee 

Shelbyville—used as a museum 

Home Layout 

 I’m not sure if this would be of interest but I 

am attaching a copy of my layout plan.  This is the vis-

ible portion of the plan. 

 So far I have started on the hidden staging ar-

ea which is not shown here. 

     Lou Nigro 

Please see the schematic of Lou’s layout on page 11 

of this newsletter.                                                         Ed. 

Smyrna 

Somerville 

Sparta—used as a business 

Talley’s Station 

Tucker’s Gap—moved to Lebanon; used as a museum 

Tullahoma 

Union City 

Victoria 

Westport 

Winchester 

Yuma 

Swap Meet 

 The Club will  be sponsoring a Swap Meet on 

June 12th at the Mall. 

 The cost of the individual spaces is $10.00. 

 If you want a space, contact Jim Grogitsky.  

Jim wants the $10.00 given to him asap. 
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Grogitsky’s On30 Layout 

 Construction has started on Ann and Jim’s On30 layout in their basement.  It is taking 

the place of their recently departed N scale layout. 

 Looks good, Ann and Jim. 

 Is it going to be operational in time for the picnic???? 



For Sale 

 Sam Goldkopf has announced that he has ap-

prox. 20 engines, 250 various freight cars and 50 pas-

senger cars in HO fo  sale. 

 He also has approx. 20 engines, 125 freight 

cars, 25 passenger cars and 10 buildings for sale in O 

scale. 

 He also has a Z4000 transformer for sale. 

 Anyone who may be interested in any of 

these items, please contact Sam. 
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Tweetsie Time Celebration 

 The George L. Carter Railroad Museum, ETSU,  

in Johnson City is having a Tweetsie Time Celebration 

on June 4-6. 

 All the information is listed on the website: 

https://www.etsu.edu/railroad/ 

HO Scale News  -  Paul Falk 

 Last month, on May 20th, we held a layout 

stress test to determine if some wiring diagnoses and 

repairs had corrected the layout shorting problems 

most noticed at OPS sessions.  The results showed 

the repairs to be successful.  Thanks to all who gave 

up some time to help.  It was appreciated. 

 As a result, we are now able to install the new 

DCS240 command station in the tower and use the 

DCS200 as a booster.  This will allow us to double the 

available power to the DCC track. 

 This upgrade will likely take a couple of days 

and will require the layout to be unavailable on June 

7th & 8th as the tower wiring will be upgraded to sup-

port the new booster.  More details can be found in 

this month’s DCC Shed article.  Hoping for another 

stress test the afternoon of June 10th. 

 We have completed the rewiring of the lights 

in Camp Swampy, just in time for Memorial Day.  We 

will be addressing the ’brightness’ of some of these 

building lights as well as the ‘bleeding’ of light from 

under the buildings in the weeks to come.  We will 

also be installing some floodlights covering the Army 

compound. 

 If anyone has any problems or concerns re-

garding an operating issue, please talk with either 

Paul or Tom so we can address these issues. 

Strange But True Facts 

One Pullman porter stripped a berth and found a dia-

mond ring worth $120,000. 
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36th National Garden Railroad Convention 

May 30 to June 5, 2021 

Nashville, Tennessee 

 ALL ABOARD!!  The train is about to leave the station for Nashville, TN and the 36th Na-

tional Garden Railroad Convention (finally).  Members of the Nashville Garden Railway Society 

are eagerly anticipating the arrival of our fellow garden railroaders and hosting the National 

Garden Railroad Convention for the first time. 

 It has been a long time in coming, but the convention will soon be here! 

Covid-19 Pandemic 

 The Davidson County Health Department has lifted the mandatory face mask require-

ment and venues can return to seating at full capacity. 

 Some venues, including the Gaylord Opryland Resort and Convention Center, are still 

requiring face masks when inside their facilities.  Other venues allow freedom of choice about 

wearing a mask. 

 Our suggestion is to bring along a mask or two, just in case one is needed. 

 We will have some bottles of hand sanitizer available. 

Spirit of Nashville USA Trains SD70 Locomotives 

 The Nashville Garden Railway Society contracted with Fred Tennyson to have USA Trains 

SD70 AC locomotives custom painted in the CSX “Spirit of Nashville” livery.  Shown below is a 

photo of the first locomotive fresh out of the paint booth.  During the 36th National Garden 

Railroad Convention, you will have three opportunities to win one of these locomotives. 
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 Below is a copy of the advertisement that is appearing in the convention brochures.  

Hopefully with this advertisement, we may see some of the conventioneers stop and visit our 

displays. 

 For additional, complete information, including complete schedules, please visit the 

convention website, www.ngrc2021.com. 

Mall Improvements 

 We have a new restaurant in the Mall located 

in the space formally occupied by Dress Barn. 

 Abuela’s Restaurant will be open from 11 AM 

to 8 PM, Wednesday thru Saturday and from 11 AM 

to 4 PM on Sundays.  They will be closed Monday and 

Tuesday. 

 Reports are that their Cuban cuisine is well 

received by the general public.  
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 Come in and get comfortable, we have good 

news about the HO layout.  Some real progress in the 

last month. 

 The HO layout has for some time experienced 

some annoying traits.  In spite of the installed PM42 

circuit breakers, a single short using DCC could shot 

down the whole layout.  Also, after a few hours of 

continuous DCC running with multiple locos, the DCC 

command station, a DCS200, would turn off and re-

quire a reset to restart. 

 A quick reminder of what a PM42 does.  The 

Digitrax PM42 is a device for power management that 

provides for the creation of multiple power districts 

with one booster,  Each power district then can be 

protected with an auto-resetting electronic circuit 

breaker.  This breaker will contain a short (or over 

current) to that district to allow the booster to contin-

ue to power the other districts. 

 The PM42 issue was caused by a couple of 

problems that together made finding the cause diffi-

cult to discover.  First, several track sections that pre-

viously been divided into districts were mistakenly 

connected together through track replacement or 

wiring errors.  Second, because of the auto-reset na-

ture of the PM42, the power is returned to the short-

ed segment every second to see if the short has been 

cleared. 

 This works very well if the short is momentary 

like a metal wheel bridging the tiny gap on a turnout.  

With two segments connected and shorted, two 

breakers trip.  If each breaker was set for 6 amps, es-

sentially the current would rise to the critical level for 

the DCS200 to protect itself and shutdown all DCC 

power.  In one case, there were three of the districts 

connected in this manner making this a more critical 

issue. 

 Correcting the district wiring, fixing the track 

gaps and reducing the trip sensitivity to 3 amps has 

proved to be the solution to the shorting shutdowns.  

The layout stress test on May 20th confirmed the 

proper operation of the PM42’s. 

 The layout shutting off with just heavy run-

ning is easier to diagnose.  The DCS200 will shutdown 

when the unit reaches a temperature that opens an 

internal over temperature protection circuit.  That 

circuit is only reset by a power off cycle.  Going for-

ward, the over temperature problem is best solved 

by adding a booster to provide more power. 

 The HO layout has a booster installation 

planned for the week beginning June 7th.  We expect 

to be able to hold a stress test of the upgraded power 

system on Thursday, June 10th. 

 Next month we’ll report on the progress. 

 Remember, one-on-one DCC training is always 

available, so let us know.  We are here to help.  If you 

experience any unexplained issues with the current 

DCC installations, HO or N, please document what 

you have encountered in an E-mail, or a note to Paul 

and Art.  We welcome your interest and comments.  

Feel free to contact either Paul Falk 

(pfalk1@gmail.com) or Art Landrigan 

(arcy22tn@gmail.com) with questions, comments or 

ideas. 

     Paul  
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June 12, 2021 from 10:00AM to 4:00PM. 

Bring in your trains, accessories and or memorabilia. Snacks and refreshments 

will be available. We will try to have test tracks and offer basic troubleshooting. 

This event is open to the public and free of charge to attend. We will be inviting 

regional clubs to attend and participate. The event will be held at the outlet con-

ference room. This  can be a fun activity for members to get together and offer 

to swap equipment and stories.  

Do you have trains or accessories that you no longer use? Perhaps you have 

changed your focus or would like to thin your inventory?  

The Public Relations committee has been reaching out to the local community 

and model railroad clubs to visit our swap meet. The initial post on Facebook 

reached over 1400 users, which is a lot. Thanks to Pat Taylor for the nicely de-

signed ad which we have distributed as fliers, posted to the web, social media, 

and at the mall.   

There was a train show in Niota and another at the club in Oakridge where members had a few tables and had a good time net-

working with other modelers. 

Let us know if you would be interested in a spot for $10.  

Bill Bly 919-434-7927 bbly1956@gmail.com 

A happy young shopper was able to make a good deal 
haggling on the price of passenger cars. 

Club Picnic 

 At the last membership meeting, we 

voted to have our Club picnic this year.  It will 

be Aug. 9 at the Grogitsky’s.  Save the date. 
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                  Submitted by Art Landrigan, Chmn. 


